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made the following statement at the

{ Prime Minister Manmohan Singh

150th Anniversary function of
' University of Mumbai, June 22, 2007
i “Our university system is, in many
' parts, in a state of disrepair...In
' “almost half the districts [340] in the
. country, higher education enroliments

are abysmally low; almost two-third of
our universities and 90 per cent of our

colleges are rated as below average on
quality parameters... I am concerned
f " ments, including that of vice-chancel-
1i lors, have been politicized and have
i become subject to caste and communal

« considerations; there are complaints of

b

| " favoritism and corruption. ”
What can we say about our own uni-
! versity system of edpcation? It is charac-
! | terized by the following features:
o It is a monopoly of the State.
{y eFundingis entirely by the State

that in many states university appoint-
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terms. If the annual expenditure on edu-
cation and higher education are adjusted
for inflation it is clearly visible that such
expenditure, both on schools and univer-
sities, has gone down in real terms. The
expenditure per student in real terms has
fallen even more. The government just
doesn’t have the money to set up new uni-
versities. We have to look for other ways

commercial banks to fund it through sub-
scription to government treasury securi-
ties. This is money printing and it causes
inflation and people are thereby paying
through higher prices for the ‘free educa-
tion' bestowed on them.

Should this go on when other avenues
can be found? There is in fact a creeping
privatization of higher education that is

than allow private institutions to grant
degrees from foreign universities which
are second or third class? Let us encour-
age the first class universities abroad to
set up campuses here since the charges
for external students who sit their exami-
nations from here are not affordable for
the average middle class student. Let us
also allow our businessmen to set

rise in the private sector: So we should -
allow forelgn universities to provide edu- -

cation. Those who pass out as doctors and
engineers generally obtain suitable

employment and after a time they go
nbr%arr:nd refuse to come back. In other
countries students are charged fees and
the government provides student loans to -
enable them to pay these fees. These
loans are recovered when they obtain
employment. Shouldn't we adopt this
practice at least for those entering the
fessions?
l’mAs for the thousands of Arts, students
they are not so lucky and find it difficult
to obtain employment in keeping with
their graduate qualification. In other
countries students who can'’t afford to pay
pursue their studies through distance
education. The Open University is
already catering to such students.
Consider the model followed by the
University of London. It has 45,500 stu-
dents studying by distance and flexible
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.1is only in nominal terms for the rise in
prices that takes place during the year
will reduce its purchasing power and ren-
der the funding inadequate even to main-
tain the same level of facilities. If it
seeks to increase the allocation to allow
for the increase in prices which will
occur, it will have to create much more

_;hew money and push up prices even high-
er. Most people who refer to expenditure
on education refer only to the expendi-

ture in nominal terms and not inreal .

raise capital to expand and

become proper universities because the
State does not recognize private universi-
ties. Aquinas which earlier maintained
high standards in teaching for the
University of London degrees under
Father Peter Pillai is unable to make
progress because of the negative attitude
of the bureaucracy in the regulatory bod-
ies. But is it not better to develop proper
universities with legal recognition rather

our universities is also far below the
acceptable international standards par-
ticularly in the Liberal Arts and
Humanities. We should provide a better
quality of education to equip the students -
to obtain employment. We are still short
of doctors and engineers although the
government doesn't have the money to
employ them in state service. But they
are needed for the economy and when the
economy grows the demand for them will

government should allow the setting up
of foreign universities. The concept of
‘free education’ is misunderstood by the
public. Really there is nothing free about
it. It costs the government money
although the government doesn’t charge
fees directly. But the government charges
indirectly either through indirect taxa-
tion or borrowing and when the govern-
ment doesn’t pay an adequate rate of
interest it gets the central bank and the

children to learn theory and practice ; :
simultaneously; he was a harsh critic of : |
“dead” knowledge disconnected from 31 |
practical human life. His slogan was thaf
schools should encourage childrento {3
“Learn by doing.”[ 5
So the arrangements we have now arp
clearly unable to respond to the current®
economic climate. “The current system s i
unsustainable from an economic point of- rl
view. & A
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Atbanker who dedicated his free time to promote Sri Lanka

VINS

By GAMINI FERNANDO

Australia, Middle East, Japan, India' -
etc., but the crowning moment came °
when his second documentary, - “Sri
Lanka - A Land Like No Other” was
telecast live by Sri Lanka Rupavahini
Corporation to all SAARC countries just
before the inauguration of SAARC "*
Summit in Colombo in August 2009.
Very few people knew about his work
and he has never sought publicity. He
says that no one has come forward to
help him except a very few. When he
has approached certain advertising
companies and big players in the
tourism industry, he was more discour-
aged than encouraged. He has put aside
all negatives and accepted the encour-
agement and blessings he has received
from a few which has gone a long way.
He has never sought any personal bene-
fits from his documentary. He pays a
tribute to those very few who has helped

the Presidential Award for promoting Tourism ,

advice affected the tourism indus-
try in Sri Lanka to a great extent
in the past three decades. The Tsunami
. tidal waves struck Sri Lanka in
| December 2004, bringing the entire
tourism industry to a standstill. More
than promoting tourism, almost all
{ stakeholders in the industry was busy
. "opairing and refurbishing their dam-
=ged properties and looking for grants
i ind soft loans from financial institu-
tions and the government to get back to
bnsiness.
The government launched the
| “Rebuilding Sri Lanka” program just
after the tsunami, and a banker named
! Ralph Gunawardena decided to con-
' sribute for this noble cause. The idea of
Lielping the tourism industry came to

i Terrorism and negative travel

his mind as tourism is the fourth

Hargest foreign exchange earner in the

country and nearly a million people’s
hwelihood was affected directly and
uidirectly as a result of the tsunami dis-
aster. He has trav-lled extensively in
Sri Lanka, not or’y to see places but

talso to learn about Sri Lanka. At the
“time tsunami struck he had enough

formation and material to prepare a
ary comprehensive documentary on
' Lanka. Though he didn'.t have any

* iperience in either preparing a

i “dochure or a documentary, his desire to

1

{3lp Sri Lanka was very great. So he

“acided to go ahead with the prepara-
" pn of this documentary, come what

Soay.

~ ! Though he s a Christian, he has
~wvays been very proud of the history
~ad archeological contents of the
1cient Buddhist capital - ]
_.nuradhapura. Thus, he was waiting
oy an opportunity for a long time to
+romote Anuradhapura as well as

" giriva. However, the tsunami forced
{5 to produce a documentary on Sri
~inka to promote tourism and the coun-
v in that time of great need.

~ {At the time he decided to do the docu-
Lentary, he had a lot of questions to
saswer. (1) Who will write the script?
) Who will do the filming? (3) Who

w lll be the narrator? and most of all,
where are the funds? His desire was so
| cat, he decided to use his own

~ sources for this project and began to
write the script on his own as the first
=top and a lot of research also went into
1¢ This was the first time he has writ-

o1 something about Sri Lanka and he
was surprised when the script came out
511, He contracted Mr. Arun Dias
“:;umlumnaike to do the narration and
:5e Rupavahini Corporation to do the
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Raiph Gurarirardena receiving the award from Mr Lakshman Yapa Abeywardene, Deputy Minister of Economic Developmen

Chandana Senevirathna
do the documentary by
ithin six months the pro-
r and master copy was

I Gunawadena and this
documentary was named “Sri
he Pearl] of the Indian Ocean”.
Iph went on to get 1,500
OVD done in Singapore at
se. He says that he was
r but he is proud of the
igned the DVD cover and
to be given with every DVD
ee of charge.
itracted a company called
x Holdings to produce 1,500 copies
of the brochure and the cover as
1. He has tried to get some sponsors
ver a part of the cost as it was too
uch to bear but no one has come for-
s for nearly seven months,
1e was bt wvith his first documentary.
Monday to Friday it was the bank work

and during the evenings and weekends
he was busy with the documentary and
when the final DVD came out with the
cover and the brochure, he was delight-
ed and very happy about the outcome of
this wonderful product. There was no
press conference or a launch of the DVD
due to lack of funds.

Whilst doing the documentary he has
collected all the information about the
foreign VIPs who came to Sri Lanka in
order to support the country just after
the tsunami and he has sent each and
every VIP a copy of his DVD along with
a letter informing them that Sri Lanka
can be re-built on tourism alone, provid-
ed that foreign countries support Sri
Lanka by encouraging their citizens to
visit as tourists.

So much so, one particular day, he
has sent 28 copies to House of
Commons, to British Members of
Parliament who have visited Sri Lanka

after the tsunami, requesting them to
promote Sri Lankan tourism in
England. Even Bill Clinton acknowl-
edged his letter when he sent his DVD.
He says that he may have sent nearly
300 copies to foreign VIPs and another
400 to Sri Lankans living abroad, at his
own expense, requesting them to pro-
mote Sri Lanka in their own countries.
After seeing his first documentary,
“Sri Lanka - The Pearl] of the Indian
Ocean”, the Tourist Board has request-
ed him to do a documentary on Sri
Lanka purely to promote the country
and he has produced his second docu-
mentary - “Sri Lanka - A Land Like No
Other”, which became Tourist Board's
official documentary for nearly two and
a half years. He has supplied nearly
4,500 copies to Tourist Board for their
official use. Ralph on his own, has sent
copies to England, France, Germany,
Netherlands, Italy, Canada, America,

him and encouraged him and remem-
bers with gratitude.

On June 15, 2010 he has been invited
for the Presidential Awards ceremony at
BMICH and when he went there, he saw
all five star hotels and top travel compa-
ny officials busily discussing about
travel and tourism with other invitees
and they were full of confidence about
winning awards. It was an evening for
travel and tourism industry stakehold-
ers and not for bankers and he was sure
some of the industry key players would
haye wondered what this banker was
doing at the ceremony. At the time
w!len his name was announced as the
winner for Tourism Promotion,
l\_!arketmg and Communication, it was a
time for realization that the non-players
(the people who are not in tourism busi-
ness) also have contributed for the pro-
motion of tourism in Sri Lanka. He

says that it is the self-satisfaction that is

most important in whatever you do. '
This is a story to remember and a
fine example for all where duty towards
the country is concerned. It is the pri-
mary duty of all citizens to serve the

motherland. Our President and the gov-

ernment have done a great service to
the n.at'ion by eradicating terrorism and
now it is up to us to rebuild the war-
torn country. Mother Lanka expects
each and every child of her to come for-
ward at the hour of her need. This is
the country where our ancestors were
born and this is where our next genera-
tions will be born. Let us make this 2
happy place for all Sri Lankans to live:
The paradise once Jost is now found
again. ‘SriLanka - A Land Like No
Other’ -the documentary has opened the
deor for a presidential award for MF:
Ralph Gunawardena.
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